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the process known as syncretism. It is therefore by no means
a paradox to take for granted the existence of such reciprocal
influences and more or less interesting combinations, even before
we have established their existence.

There are certain facts which immediately leap to the eye
and confirm this first induction.

(1)  The synagogue was not only a house of prayer ;   it was
also a meeting-place for men of different minds and outlook,
as well as a centre of instruction x frequented alike by Jews
and by proselytes of different degrees.    The latter did not leave
their knowledge or their ideas  at the door before entering.
They could not live their normal customary life, unless they
adapted the Torah and the Jewish religion in general, to their
own mental outlook and to the demands of their own culture.
They could not possibly keep those who had converted them
in ignorance of this process of adaptation.

(2)  We must also take into account the question of mixed
marriages.    Unfortunately,   we  have  no  certain  information
concerning their number.2    The Law forbade them, and so, too,
did orthodox tradition,3 but we know that in fact the pro-
hibition was not always observed 4;   moreover, quality made
up for quantity, for these marriages were usually contracted
among the higher orders of society.    It would be, perhaps,
more cautious to say that our sources only refer to these more
notable  instances.5    It is  difficult  to  believe  that  a  mixed
marriage did not promote a constant interchange of opinions,
beliefs and impressions between the parties concerned.

(3)  Philo, the Essenes, the Therapeutae, and the authors of
the Alexandrian Apocrypha 6 in their several degree give proof
of this process of permeation both among individuals and among
groups.    Along with a clear basis of apparently predominant
Jewish doctrine, there appears among them all the influence
of Greek philosophic thought, and even of a Helleno-Egyptian
syncretism which had already reached a high stage  of de-
velopment.

1  CCLVIII, 64.

2 CCCXXXIX, 10, says they were fairly frequent, but his statements
are based entirely on the single passage, Acts xvi. 1, and that refers only
to one definite case.

3 Passages are collected in XLVII, ii, 45, n. 4.

4 Test, of the Twelve Patriarchs, Levi xiv. 5-8, rebukes the Jews, even
of priestly rank, for marrying heathen women.

5 References will be found in XLVII, ii, 45, n. 5, where it is pointed out
that, according to Jerome (Ep.t xxxix, 1), the mother of Origen was a
Jewess.

6 CCCX, 482, where Philo is actually regarded as the culmination of
Judseo-Hellenistic syncretism.